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America Reads program continues to grow at CPCC

Over five years ago, Senliearning Elizabeth neighborhood, and Seigle CPCC student. Such agencies are

was given the opportunity to manag Avenue Partners in the Belmont Cour Mobilize (formerly Generation Engage),

the America Reads Federal Watkdy neighborhood. Friendship Trays, Crisis Assistance

program. After welcoming that Ministries, Weddington Assisted Living,
opportunity, we have placed an ave Jacobos Ladder, Cypres
of ten students a year at higdeds/ = === Habitat for

highrisk elementary schools. Afte Humanity, Second

placement, our CPCC westudy Harvest Food Bank

students are given the role as the land the Mends
literacy tutors for young children a 2| of Charlotte.

the schools and afterschool z
programs.

Before the start of the 49
academic year, Serdigarning was -
presented the chance to manage
Community Service Waeftudy
program in addition to America
Reads. Between the two program i
our department was able to place|
students at educational institutions
and norprofit agencies in the
community.

For the Community Service WeBtudy

To date, these
students have put
more than 11,558
e NOUTS Of service into
these locations,
making a massive
impact on the lives of
those who work, live,
play, and learn there.

The Servickearning
Center is proud of

the work being done
The agencies that currently hous% Y by these students. We
least one America Reads literacy "’ﬁ = hope they all

tutor are Greater Enrichment Progre continue to make an impact on the lives
Afterschool in west Charlotte, First of the students who are serving and th?s%

Ward Elementary School, Elizabeth being served. f
Traditional Elementary School in the

portion of the program, several non
profits in the Ch
cost to themé wor

a
a
fi Dena Shonts
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Celebrating the Earth Day Birthday!

April 22, 2010 marks thet10 Charlotte region to Central Campus
anniversary of Earth Day,anannualt o attend free o0gr e
event developed to inspire to talk with a wide array of

appreciation and awareness of the exhibitors and vendors of green
Eart hds eThe first Earthm enoducts. The College is also home
Day was organized by Sen. Gaylord to the CPCC Center for

Nelson in 1970 as a tedoh Sustainability and a growing number
organized in response to an of academic programs and courses
increasing number of high profile  designed to prepare students for
environmental disasters, including a careers in a newly emerging green
major oil spill off the coast of economy.

California. It was a call to civic
action, organized to educate the
public about mamade threats to the
health of the planet. Twenty million
people participated in the first Earth
Day, and the strong public response
led Congress to develop strong
legislation that still serves to protect

CPCC students are engaged in many
environmental programs through
servicdearning projects. During

the past ten years, over 1000 biology
students have participated in stream
clearup projects on Little Sugar
Creek and other Mecklenburg
streams. Students in the

Welding Technologies program
have worked for several years to
clean up a county nature
preserve, removing scrap metal
dumped there years ago, and
even crafting some of the
recyclable materials into a
beautiful statue of a réail hawk
that is currently housed at Reedy
Creek Nature Preserve in
northwest Charlotte near the

Cato Campus. Sustainable

' Technology students have
embarked on a partnership with
Habitat for Humanity, Sierra

Club, and Green Homes,

| assisting with energy audits and
-* weatherization efforts for lew

_| income homeowners, saving
dollars and cogjenerated

kilowatt hours and reducing air
pollution in our region. And

students and staff have supported
the creation and maintenance of
campus wildlife habitat areas on all
CPCC has been engaged in six CPCC campuses.

environmental initiatives for many
years. The College has hosted ma
Earth Day events over the years.
Charlotte Clean and Green is by far
the largest and most comprehensiv
Earth Day event at CPCC, drawing
thousands of people from the

CPCC students engage
in numerous activities
throughout the year
including Big Sweep
(above and right) as
well as the annual tree
planting with Creek
RelLeaf.

the environment, including the

" creation of the Environmental
Protection Agency (E.P.A). and the
¢ signing of the Clean Air Act.

AD otecting the health of our planet is
Important work that serves people
today and for generations to come.
Come join the good green work

eing done at CPCC,
every day Earth Day!
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Instructor Cathy McClure reflects on service in the classroom

As an instructor  to his classmates; most of the children atemester. After working at Second
of English at the festival were awed by a simple bag bfarvest Food Bank, she submitted her
CPCC, | set high candy. What touched my student most,written reflection, indicating that she
academic however, was how more than anything, participated not to receive the extra points
standards in my the children attending the event just  (though | am sure that was not a
classroom. Atthewanted to talk and laugh with him. hindrance), but to og
same time, | Receiving attention from an adultwho on t o say, O0There are
strive to foster a  had no agenda and was genuinely [there] that lost their jobs and homes. |
sense of interested in them meant far more to thedo not have the financial means to give to
community. In children than the candy. What they gavihose that are in need; however, | have
order to facilitate both, | integrate serviceto my student, in return, was morethanse® me ti me t hat | <can
learning into my curriculum. While | am could ever experience inside the walls dfielping, sorting and knowing a family was
aware that servidearning will help my my classroom. What my student gave mgeing to get food and other items they so
students gain more than academic confirmed the benefits of employing  desperately needed. | am thankful for this
achievement, they seem genuinely surprisedvicdearning in my class. opportunityé. o That
when they enjoy themselves and grow as_ . from her volunteer experiences; |
citizens of our community. Inevitably, ancpurmg another semester, one of my enefitted from her selflessness.

perhaps just as important, the results alw3 dents_felt compelled to give back to the . . .
surprise me as well, community. What was unusual about thighile | employ servidearning as an

student was her positive attitude in the instructional technique for my students, |
Over the years, my students have face of her own tough challenges, end up learning from their examples and
volunteered at events benefitting the including a serious injury from a car  from the consistently inevitable surprise in
environment, animals, children, the arts, thecident a week prior to her long awaitetthe unexpected.

hungry and the homeless. One semestenedurn to college, suffering through related

nontraditional student in my class reparative surgery, finding out that her  Students pause for a photo during
volunteered to help facilitate a Halloweenown child had medical problems requiringhe reflection session of the MLK
Harvest Festival held at a local church. Tégrgery, and then facing yet another Challenge. Cathy was the team
children that attended were those whose surgery to repair results from her first  jaader for the group that built

families lacked the ability to provide themsurgery that went awry. In spite of all performance stages at Charlotte

with holiday treats. My student was visiblthat, she still managed to participate in Community School for Girls.

touched as he related his moving experietizee Service in Action events that



