
On a cold January day, some 

students, staff, and bank 

employees were enjoying the 

national holiday to recognize 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

However, others were up with 

the sun to enjoy a fun, fulfilling, 

and proactive day in honor of 

the late Dr. King. 

The day began early when over 

100 people from the CPCC 

community registered to be 

apart of one of the seven teams. 

Students were then split up 

apart from friends, and sent to 

various parts of Mecklenburg 

county to complete a service 

project. 

One particular group of 

students was sent to Latin 

America Coalition where they 

were given the task of 

remodeling and repainting old 

classrooms and stairwells to 

freshen up the place.  

However, the catch is that 

students were given no tools or 

supplies to complete the 

assignment. So they went 

into the community to 

solicit donations to buy 

paint, brushes, and tape 

(using only $110 seed 

money).  They also only 

had 5 hours to complete the 

task, and were asked to 

come back to Central 

Campus by 4pm to reflect on 

the day. 

Apart from the big jobs ahead 

of them, all seven teams 

completed their assignments 

for the day and made it back 

just in time to reflect on the 

true meaning of the Dr. King 

holidayñnot a day off for 

CPCC students, but a day on. 

Record turn-out recognizes Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The CPCC Service-Learning 

Center is proud to announce 

the honorable distinction of 

being named to the Presidentõs 

Higher Education Community 

Service Honor roll for the õ06-

õ07 academic year. 

 

CPCC is only 1 of 19 colleges 

in North Carolina recognized 

as a member of the national 

honor roll, including Wake 

Forest, UNC-Charlotte, and 

Davidson. This honor roll is 

one of the highest federal 

recognitions a college can 

receive for its service-learning 

program. 

 

CPCCõs Service-Learning  has  

grown from only a handful of 

classes to a full blown program 

that runs complementary to all 

sorts of disciplines. With 

projects, programs, and one-

day events, we strive to make a 

meaningful impact to the 

Charlotte area and its 

surrounding communities. 

Service-Learning receives national recognition 
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Service in Action Hours* 

2007-2008 

 

Fall 

752 hours, 9 events 

 

Spring 

624.5 hours, 9 events 

 

*Service in Action is a series of one-day service 

events throughout the semesters. Hours are as 

of April 11th, 2008. these hours are both 

curricular and co-curricular. 

Above: Students work together 

to repaint the walls of a classroom 

at Latin America Coalition 



When most students think of 
spring break, the typical 
thoughts that come to mind 
are along the lines of 
partying, relaxing, traveling to 
an exotic place or spending 
time with your family. For 
nine CPCC students, those 
thoughts were the furthest 
thing from their mind. 

The CPCC Service Club 
spent their spring break in 
Sumter, SC, working on two 
homes for Habitat for 
Humanity. The average yearly 
income in Sumter is $31,000, 

and the poverty rate is high.   

Habitat for Humanity-
Sumterõs (HFH-S) goal is to 
build simple, decent, and 
affordable homes which are 
sold to qualified families with 
a 20 year, no-interest 
mortgage that is paid back to 
HFH-S. As the homeowners 
make their mortgage 
payments, they are recycled 
back into building additional 
homes right in Sumter! 

Students worked 8 hours a 
day  and installed windows, 

sheathed roofs, slept in 
sleeping bags on a hard 
church floor and still had the 
energy to stay up all night 
talking, laughing and 
reflecting on the day that they 
just experienced. 

As one of the trip advisors it 
was very inspiring to witness 
such devotion to service, 
compassion for others and 
friendship among college 
students.   

Spring Break: A Time to Give Back 
By Dena Shonts 

Students removed metal from 
an old dump site of 
Mecklenburg County while 
mastering their newly learned 
welding skills.  
 
At the same time, the welding 
team did something great for 
the community and the 
adjacent bird habitat because 
the old dangerous metal would 
no longer be a safety concern 
or an eye sore for human and 
creature visitors alike!  

In order to recycle the metal, 
the welding team is in the 
process of creating sculptures 
of native animals, including a 
red tailed hawk. These 
sculptures will be on display 
for the public to view at a 
future date. 
 
The removal of metal will be 
an ongoing project throughout 
the months, so look for more 
developments soon! 

Welding the way to a clean & safe environment! 

By Staci Clark, Environmental Educator of Nature Preserves and Natural Resources 

College students from CPCC's 
Welding Technology program 
practiced their skills at 
Evergreen Nature Preserve 
here in Charlotte.  
 
Steve Gore, Program Chair for 
CPCC's Welding Technology 
Division, and I partnered up in 
a win-win Service-Learning 
project that not only helps the 
environment, but enables 
students to get hands-on 
training in an outdoor setting. 
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Above Left: Staci Clark 

clearing leaves to prevent fires 

from the blow-torch flame. 

  

Bottom Left: A Student 

welds a jagged piece of metal for 

removal. 

 

Bottom Right: Students 

work together to weld an old 

pedestrian bridges into smaller, 

more manageable pieces for 

recycling. 

Above: Emily Miller and 

Reggie Luper get ready to 

sheath the roof. 


