Paper Assignment #1

Due Thursday February 23rd 
One primary goal of this class is to help you learn to apply a sociological lens to your own experience and the way you view the world. Thus, the purpose of this essay is to have you apply Fine’s interactionist perspective to your own experience in youth sports.

Your goal should be to critically analyze your youth sports experience, using specific examples and by applying a symbolic interactionist lens. Some of the key parts of a symbolic interactionist perspective you are encouraged to include are:

· Interaction and the creation of meaning (especially the importance of language or discourse)

· Role performance and role distance

· Situationally Constructed Meaning

· Focus on Interpretation in the creation of Meaning

· Social control and self control (Presentation of self)

· Symbolic meaning

· AND its link to status

Be sure to define whichever component you are using; provide an empirical example illustrating this component, and explain how using this particular aspect of an interactionist perspective helps to better understand youth sports. 

Some aspects of youth sports you could cover and discuss are:

· What are the goals of youth sports? (as stated by the league, parents, coaches, and players)

· How are these goals achieved?

· Why are some emphasized or accomplished more so than others?

· What role do parents have in youth sports?

· How do parents know what their role should be?

· What life lessons are participants of youth sports learning?

· Are these always positive? Why or why not?

· How are these lessons being transmitted to the participants? (adults and children) 

· What long term impacts may youth sports have on participants?

Your analysis does not need to be confined to Little League baseball, in fact if you have experience in another sport (either as a participant or observer) you are encouraged to use those examples (although you should be consistent through all of your examples). Feel free to argue against points that Fine makes, although if you choose to do so, be sure to back up your claims with specific examples. 

Again, the main point of this assignment is to critically apply a sociological theory. The primary objective is to show that you are able to explain your own youth sports experience as a social interactionist would. 

Evaluation Criteria for Paper #1: Interactionism and Youth Sports
Basics: The paper should be 3-6 pages, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with default margins, and all pages numbered. Essays should include a separate Title Page with student’s name (do not put name on any other pages). All ideas, thoughts, or quotes MUST be given proper citation (see Blackboard – Resources - Writing Center for citation guidelines). 

	Criteria
	1st Pick In   Next Draft
	500 Season
	Conference Champs
	Super Bowl Champs
	Point Multi-plier
	Points Received

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Use of Concepts
	No mention of interactionist concepts.
	A few interactionist concepts are used but not defined.
	Full use of interactionist concepts but not completely or clearly defined.
	Full use of interactionist concepts and all are completely and clearly defined.
	x8  
	

	Application of Concepts
	Examples from own experience not presented or tied to concepts.
	Examples do not accurately illustrate the appropriate concept.
	Examples are only loosely tied to concepts but do not fully illuminate either. 
	Interesting examples are fully connected with concepts to increase understanding of both
	x8 
	

	Creative/ Critical Thinking
	No new ideas/thoughts/ conclusions are presented.
	Connections and conclusions only reiterate those found in book or from class. 
	A few new conclusions or connections are made but not fully expounded.
	Several new, creative conclusions or connections are made and fully explained.
	x5 
	

	Organiza-tion
	Lack of any noticeable organization.
	Essay is choppy or lacks clear stated direction.
	Direction and organization strays at points.
	Organization is logical, stated, and followed throughout.
	x2  
	

	Presenta-tion
	Numerous typos and grammar/ punctuation errors.
	Paper reads like a first draft, with numerous word-choice or grammar errors.
	Only occasional grammar or punctuation errors.
	No major or obvious punctuation or grammar errors.
	x2  
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total:  ______/100


� If you were not involved in a youth sport, a suitable extracurricular substitute may be used (e.g., dance, band, etc.). Please, clear the activity you plan to use with the instructor before beginning the paper.





