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How long does the program take?

It takes five semesters to complete the program.  The first semester consists of general education courses.  PTA program courses begin in the fall after you are admitted to the program and take a total of four semesters to complete.  PTA program courses are not available during the summer session.

Can I take PTA courses part time or in the evening?

The PTA program is offered only full time during the day.

Can I take the PTA courses in any order I prefer?
All the students accepted into the PTA program in any one year progress through the program together.  The courses are offered in a specific order so that each course can build on the information learned in the ones before it.  If you need to leave the program before you complete it, you will have to apply for admission with a new group of students.

Can I complete the program while working full time?

As far as we know, no one has.  All four clinical affiliations consist of a time commitment of 40 hour a week.  The second fall and spring short session courses require a substantial amount of time in classroom and lab.  The following is based on suggestions developed by one of the CPCC counselors:
How Will Your Job Affect Your Schedule?

	If you work:
	the maximum number of credits you should take is

	10 hours per week
	16–18 credits per semester

	20 hours per week
	12-13 credits per semester

	30 hours per week
	8-10 credits per semester

	40 hours per week
	5-8 credits per semester


Will I get paid for clinical affiliations?
Individual clinicians take on the job of converting your classroom knowledge to the ability to care for their clients in health care facilities.  They generously offer time and expertise to students but do not receive any financial reward for their efforts.  The students’ education is not complete without this exposure to real patients.  No, you don’t get paid either.
Will I need a license to practice physical therapy as a physical therapist assistant?
Licensure is required in North Carolina and most states in the US.  You will be granted licensure if you graduate from an accredited program, such as the one at CPCC, are of good moral character, and receive a passing score on the national licensure examination.

It is the job of this program to present you with the information required to pass the licensure exam.

How much money do licensed PTAs make?

First of all, the job market for PTAs is very good at present.  Many of the graduates of the class of 2006 had been offered jobs, pending licensure, before they had completed all of their clinical affiliations.  The national average wage for an experienced PTA is close to $40,000 per year.  New graduates can expect to earn $28 to 32,000.
Will you place me in a job after I graduate?

No, we do not offer a job placement service.  We will, however, make you aware of the many job opportunities presented to us by employers as well as other job search avenues that are open to licensed PTAs.
