BEFORE YOU START:
If you looked at the approximate costs of the PTA program at CPCC, you’ve probably begun to realize that being a full time college student will take some financial planning.

1. In addition to your living & transportation expenses, you will have to pay for books, tuition, & other school related expenses.

2. It would be best if you did not plan to work full time while you attend classes particularly in the last three semesters of this program.

When you graduate from this program you may well experience an increase in your income.  This and the personal rewards of working in a helping profession would make the effort you are about to undertake worthwhile.  Some planning and some help will make it bearable.
If you are starting out by taking one or two core courses (Math, English, etc.) a semester in the evening while working full time, this would be a good time to begin economizing and putting money aside for your full time tuition.  This will certainly take a great deal of personal discipline.    You may need to try doing it as you might start any monumental task…one small step at a time.  Try going to a quick stop type store for coffee instead of a more expensive specialty store & take the difference in price and put it in your school fund.  You might take what you save at the grocery store by using coupons or buying the store brand and put it in your school fund.  You get the idea? 
Most beginning students make the decision to go to school and want to start NOW.  A quick decision may make seeking a student loan necessary.  The financial aid department at CPCC will be glad to let you know what’s available.  FAFSA (Federal Student Aid) is one of the areas in which they specialize.  If you wish you can get some information directly from the source at www.fafsa.ed.gov  and you can use www.ombudsman.ed.gov/
to help you negotiate the ins and outs of obtaining a FAFSA loan.  Another site, www.fafsaonline.com , lists several other sources for student loans and www.fafsa.org offers advice re: filing FAFSA forms.   Please note that the “.gov” site is the only official federal FAFSA site.  It would be wise to check with the CPCC Financial Aid department before filing.  
Loans are also available from many other private sources.  You might wish to check with local banks.  As with any type of loan, care must be taken to get the best interest rates and repayment schedules.  Get advice form someone you trust with experience in educational loans.  Avoid having your educational loan repayment exceed 15% of your anticipated net income after graduation. A loan calculator is available at www.finaid.com  

Finally the CPCC Financial Aid Department often receives updates on scholarship money available to our students.  Check with them often.  An additional source for scholarship information is online at: http://www.fastweb.com/fastweb/register/start?ref=finaid-22f--
Congratulations on your decision to advance your education!
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