CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ESSENTIALS FOR THE DENTAL PROGRAMS
	Issue
	Standard
	Examples

(not all inclusive)

	Critical thinking
	Sufficient ability for clinical judgment and problem solving in a timely manner.
	Identify cause-effect relationship in clinical situations, develop dental care plans

	Interpersonal
	Sufficient ability to interact with individuals, families and groups from a variety of social, educational, and cultural backgrounds
	Establish rapport with patients, dentist, dental staff, colleagues, sales representatives, etc.

	Communication
	Sufficient ability for interaction with others in verbal and written form
	Explain treatment procedures, initiate dental health education document and chart dental treatment and health status

	Mobility 
	Sufficient ability to physically move within and between operatories and be able to maneuver within small spaces with efficiency
	Moves around in the dental operatories and laboratories utilizing standard dental equipment

	Motor Skills
	Sufficient ability to provide safe and effective dental care using gross and fine motor skills
	Calibrates, uses, maintains dental equipment, position patients, take/record vital signs, mix varies dental materials, be able to utilize both hands in a coordinated fashion, manual dexterity sufficient to safely operate and/or manipulate dental handpieces and instruments in the oral cavity, be able to place/remove dental x-ray film in the oral cavity, has eye-hand coordination adequate to transfer information using mouth mirror.

	Hearing
	Sufficient auditory ability to monitor and assess dental health needs
	Ability to record verbal patient assessments, listen to patient feedback, and answer patient questions, hears cries for help or other sounds of distress

	Visual
	Sufficient ability for observation and assessment, including color perception necessary in dental health, also has sufficient binocular vision to perceive depth and space visualization
	Observe patients oral tissues, teeth, face and neck for signs of disease or abnormalities, view radiographs

	Tactile
	Sufficient ability for physical assessment to include conditions found in the oral cavity utilizing varies dental instruments
	Sufficient ability to perform intra/extra oral inspection (assessment), detection of suspicious areas, deposits, calculus and pocket depths.
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