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Central Piedmont Community College

Cytotechnology Program

C45220

The Profession

Cytotechnology is the microscopic study of cell samples from various body sites for the detection and diagnosis of disease.  The cytotechnologist is instrumental in the early detection of cancer, infection, or other disease processes.  Early diagnosis enables the health care provider to initiate timely and successful treatment.

The Program at Central Piedmont Community College

The Cytotechnology Program at Central Piedmont Community College is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) of the American Medical Association in collaboration with the American Society of Cytopathology.  CAAHEP, 1361 Park Street, Clearwater, FL 33756, telephone 727-210-2350, http://www.caahep.org,
Students successfully completing the programs are eligible for the American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Registry examination.

The Cytotechnology Program is a full-time twelve month (three semester) program that begins Fall semester of each year.  Students must successfully complete the following prior to entering the program:

· Bachelor’s degree 
· 20 semester hours in biology
· 8 semester hours in Chemistry
· 3 semester hours in Mathematics
Progression in the Program is dependent on satisfying course prerequisites, course corequisites, and meeting the minimal levels of performance for each course.
Certificate Awarded

A Certificate in Cytotechnology is awarded by the College upon successful completion of the program.

Program Costs

Costs related to the program include tuition, fees, textbooks, a required physical examination including immunizations and other tests (tetanus toxoid, series of three Hepatitis B vaccinations, TB test, color blindness test, etc.), required accident and health insurance, purchase of laboratory coats/jackets, and registration fee for the American Society for Clinical Pathology Board of Registry examination.

Procedure for Application

Application Deadline for the Cytotechnology Program:   March 31

Students applying to Central Piedmont Community College Cytotechnology Program must have completed a Bachelor’s degree before entering the program with a minimum of 20 semester hours in biology, 8 semester hours in Chemistry, and 3 semester hours in Mathematics.

1. Complete a Central Piedmont Community College Application.
Applications are available online (http://www1.cpcc.edu/admissions/student-records/admissions/admissions/admissions_form.pdf?searchterm=student+application) or at the Welcome Center.  The completed application must be returned to Admissions.  Be sure to use the program holding code A10100Y.
2. Submit a letter to the Program Chair.
The letter should include a statement of intent to apply to the Cytotechnology program including your name, address, telephone number(s), CPCC student identification number, and e-mail address.
3. Submit official copies of all college transcripts and request transcript evaluation.
These must be official transcripts.  Transcripts must be submitted to Student Records.  Student copies of transcript must accompany the check list.  Complete a transcript evaluation request online at http://www.cpcc.edu/ican/resources-1/Transcript%20Evaluation
4. Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) Scores must also be submitted to the Program Chair if coursework has not been completed in the last 5 years. (Information about TEAS test on next page.)
5. Submit two letters of reference from two science professors.
References should be mailed directly to:


Cytotechnology Program Chair


Health Sciences


Central Piedmont Community College


PO Box 35009


Charlotte, NC  28235-5009
Do not submit letters of reference to the Admissions Office or Student Records.

6. Complete a Health Sciences Admissions Checklist for Cytotechnology.
Checklists require signatures by appointment only from the Division’s Admissions Clerk, Vanessa Gooden.
Checklists must be completed prior to the March 31 deadline.

7. Complete an interview with the Cytotechnology Program Chair.
Interviews are required for all applicants meeting the requirements and are scheduled after the application deadline.  The Program Chair will contact the student to schedule the required interview.
8. F1 visa students must submit the following:

a. Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL):
A minimum score of 550 is required.  Scores must be submitted to the Cytotechnology Program Chair prior to the application deadline.

b. Test of Spoken English (TSE):
A minimum score of 50 is required.  Scores must be submitted to the Cytotechnology Program Chair prior to the application deadline.

c. Transcript evaluation:
Evaluation by course must be completed by an agency approved by the American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP).  A list of acceptable agencies may be obtained by contacting the ASCP at (800) 621-4142 or through the following link to the ASCP document:

www.ascp.org/PDF/BOC-PDFs/International/AcceptableEvaluationAgenciesforForeignTranscripts.aspx 

Procedure for Taking TEAS Test

The Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS Test) was developed by Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI) to predict the academic readiness of applicants prior to admission into a healthcare program. The TEAS is a four-part, web-based assessment that includes subtests in Reading, Mathematics, Science, and English language usage.  There are 170 questions in total. The test can only be taken once every three months. Total testing time for all four test areas is 3 ½ hours.  Scoring is automatic; you will receive your score when you have completed the test.

· Complete the permission slip for the TEAS Test seen below.

· Present the permission slip to the Central Campus Cashier’s office in the Central High building and pay the testing fee there.  The cost of the TEAS Test is $45.00.  A receipt is issued at the time of payment.

· Attach your payment receipt to the permission slip and take both with you to the testing center when ready to take the test.

· The TEAS Test is offered in the Central High Building, room 248, on Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

· It is recommended that you complete coursework prior to taking the TEAS.  A study guide is available at Atitesting.com.

· Please note:  No calculators or dictionaries are allowed during the TEAS test.  Use of these will result in disqualification from the test.  

· A copy of your TEAS test results MUST be sent to the Cytotechnology Program Chair.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

TESTING CENTER PERMISSION SLIP FOR 

TEST OF ESSENTIAL ACADEMIC SKILLS (TEAS)

Please complete this form and take it to the testing center on Central Campus of Central Piedmont Community College, along with payment receipt, in order to be permitted to take the TEAS Test.

                           Program                                                Assessment ID

        
         Cytotechnology


    
  3096694


· I have completed all required developmental courses.

· I am prepared to take the Test of  Essential Academic Skills (TEAS)

· I understand that I can only take this test once every three months.

· I understand that there is a non-refundable $30.00 fee each time I take the exam.

· No calculators or dictionaries may be used during the exam.

NAME   _________________________________   NAME ___________________________________




Printed                                                                       Signature

DATE   _____________________________________

Health Sciences Admissions Process

Cytotechnology

The Cytotechnology Student Selection Process

The student selection process is based on a competitive evaluation of the applicants.  This process involves evaluation of past academic performance, previous experience related to cytotechnology, references from previous science professors, and student evaluation through personal interviews.  Each of these categories is evaluated on a point system.

Past Academic Performance

The applicant is awarded points based on grade point averages (GPA) for all college credits.  The overall GPA as well as the science GPA is considered.  Applicants may receive a maximum of 30 points in this category.

Medical Terminology Coursework
The applicant is awarded points based on completion of MED 121 and MED 122 with a grade of B or better.  Applicants may receive a maximum of 10 points for completion of courses as stated.  No partial points are awarded. 

References

The applicant is awarded points based on personal references from two previous science professors.  Applicants may receive a maximum of 10 points in this category.

Interview

The applicant is awarded points based on a personal interview with the program faculty.  Applicants may receive a maximum of 50 points in this category.

CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CYTOTECHNOLOGY (C45220)

CURRICULUM

	CPCC
   COURSE

TITLE

PRE.
   NUMBER
	HRS

CLS

/WK
	HRS

LAB

/WK
	HRS

CLC

/WK
	HRS

CR/

SEM

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FALL  SEMESTER
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CYT
	210
	Introduction to Clinical Cytology
	4
	0
	0
	4

	CYT
	212
	Introduction to Cytologic Techniques
	4
	0
	0
	4

	CYT 
	214
	Gynecologic Cytology
	8
	12
	0
	14

	CYT
	216
	Clinical and Diagnostic Interpretation I
	4
	0
	0
	4

	CYT
	222
	Cytopreparatory Techniques
	2
	0
	0
	2

	
	
	
	22
	12
	0
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SPRING  SEMESTER
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CYT
	220
	Non-gynecologic Cytology
	8
	8
	0
	12

	CYT
	224
	Gynecologic Cytology Clinical Practicum I
	0
	0
	12
	4

	CYT
	226
	Clinical and Diagnostic Interpretation II
	4
	0
	0
	4

	CYT
	236
	Cytology Literature Review
	1
	0
	0
	1

	CYT
	238
	CYT Professional Issues
	2
	0
	0
	2

	
	
	
	15
	8
	12
	23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SUMMER SEMESTER
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CYT
	230
	Non-gynecologic Cytology Clinical Practicum
	0
	0
	6
	2

	CYT
	232
	Clinical Cytology Practicum
	0
	0
	3
	1

	CYT
	234
	Gynecologic Cytology Clinical Practicum II
	0
	0
	9
	3

	
	
	
	0
	0
	18
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS:
	
	
	
	57


Health Sciences Admissions Checklist

Cytotechnology
The checklist must be completed and submitted to Vanessa Gooden in Belk Building #3125 before March 31.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure that this checklist is complete.  If it is not completed and submitted prior to the deadline the applicant will not be considered for enrollment in the upcoming class.

Name  _______________________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________


     ___________________________________________________________

Student Identification #  _____________________________________________

Date  _____________________________________________________________

______ 1.
Completed a CPCC application.

______ 2.
Submitted a letter of intent to the Program Chair.
______ 3.
Submitted official college transcript (s) and requested transcript (s) evaluation.

______ 4.
Submitted two letters of reference.

______ 5.
Successfully completed any required additional tests.




All Students:  Coursework >5 years TEAS Test




FI Visa Students:  TOEFL, TSE, Transcript Evaluation

______ 6.
Request for transcript evaluation by Student Records.

______ 7.
Transfer of credits.

Items 1 – 7 must be verified and signed by the Division’s Admission clerk, Vanessa Gooden.

I certify that the student stated above has completed all the requirements necessary to be eligible for consideration for admission into the Cytotechnology Program.

_______________________________________________

________________________

Health Sciences Senior Clerk, Vanessa Gooden’s Signature


Date

CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CYTOTECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

Essential Functions
	To the Student:  

This form must be read and understood by each student entering the Cytotechnology program.  Essential functions are the essential nonacademic requirements that the student must master to successfully participate in the program and become employable.  This is your opportunity to assess your ability to meet these essential functions.


	Issue
	Standard
	Examples

(not all inclusive)

	Critical thinking/ problem-solving
	Critical thinking and problem-solving ability sufficient to perform administrative and clinical duties.
	Formulate diagnoses by accurately evaluating all physical, clinical, and microscopic findings; accurately prepare, maintain, and document records; maintain confidentiality.

	Interpersonal
	Interpersonal abilities sufficient to interact with individuals and groups from a variety of social, emotional, cultural, and intellectual backgrounds.
	Demonstrate a professional, positive, and emotionally stable interaction with peers, instructors, staff, and visitors; ability to work independently maintaining composure and competence under stressful situations; function as a supportive member of the health care team to maintain the highest standards of the laboratory in the delivery of patient care.

	Communication
	Demonstrate effective written and oral communication in the primary language of the institution and clinical sites including but not limited to reading, following instructions and other forms of communication
	Ability to communicate effectively in legible written form; ability to verbally communicate understandably in English; ability to read, understand, and follow verbal and written directions in English.

	Motor Skills and Manual dexterity
	Gross and fine motor skills sufficient to perform administrative and clinical duties.
	Ability to manipulate small objects with fingertips or adaptive devices.

	Hearing
	Auditory ability with or without reasonable accommodation sufficient to monitor response signals on equipment and perform certain administrative duties.
	Monitor and respond to signals on equipment utilized in the laboratory; answering and using proper telephone technique.

	Visual
	Visual ability sufficient to observe, measure, and differentiate as necessary to provide quality care and use equipment.
	Visualize through light microscopy clearly and differentiate microscopic components; discern textures and densities and differentiate shapes microscopically and macroscopically; visually evaluate medical specimens.

	Tactile
	Tactile ability sufficient to perform measurements and tests.
	Calibrate and manipulate equipment correctly; collect and process specimens.

	Laboratory environment
	Perform with or without reasonable accommodation routine procedures in a laboratory setting.
	Cytotechnology students are, by nature of the profession, exposed routinely to body fluids and infectious diseases and agents.


       I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE CYTOTECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.

Name (Please print)____________________________________________    

Signature: ____________________________________________________
Date: ________________________
