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Description of Students Served:

What are the Basic Demographics of the Students Served?

 Early Childhood majors consist mostly of females (96%) between the ages of 35 and 55 (70%).  Most of these students are already working in the childcare field and take classes when they can work them into their schedules.  They rely heavily on their supervisors to schedule classes and fit them into their work schedules.  These students are middle to low income and rely heavily on incentive programs (SmartStart bonuses, etc.) to continue their education.  They prefer classes in the very early morning (7-9am), the late afternoon (4-6pm) and in the summers.
Source for Identifying Student Learning and Program Outcomes

Who did you consult/contact to determine outcomes for your program area?
We talked with our early childhood advisory board about needed skills in the workplace.  We also contacted UNC-Charlotte faculty to determine basic competencies needed for transfer students.  We also conducted a focus group with 8 former graduates currently working in the early childhood area.
Intended Learning Outcome 1:

Because Early Childhood majors are required to correspond with parents of children in their care, they need to be able to write effectively.  During the EDU 117 courses, students will be given scenarios of student behavior and  asked to write progress reports for four children (two needing assistance from parents, one needing referral for services and one doing exceptionally well).  Of those completing the assignment, 80% will be able to satisfactorily complete the assignment (score of 75% or better).
Means of Assessment for Learning Outcome 1:

Means of Program Assessment & Criteria for Success:  

Faculty have created a 4-point grading rubric for this assignment.  Assignments will be collected and graded based on the rubric with a score of 3 out of 4 being considered acceptable.  Students will be asked to rewrite the assignment until they have satisfactorily completed it.
Intended Learning Outcome 2:

Students need to be able to apply what they read in books, journals and magazines to the work setting.  In the EDU 210 class, students will be asked to complete a creative assignment using articles obtained from Parent Magazine (and similar publications).  Of those completing the assignment, 80% will be able to 1)identify the major teaching points from the article and 2) create an activity for the classroom based on those constructs.
Means of Assessment for Learning Outcome 2:

Means of Program Assessment & Criteria for Success:  

Faculty have created a 4-point grading rubric for this assignment.  Assignments will be collected and graded based on the rubric with a score of 3 out of 4 being considered acceptable.  Students will be asked to rewrite the assignment until they have satisfactorily completed it.
Intended Program Outcome 1:

Students who complete a certificate or the AAS in Early Childhood will become employed within one year.  
Means of Assessment for Program Outcome 1:

Means of Program Assessment & Criteria for Success:  

The graduate follow-up survey will report on the percentages employed while attending CPCC and the percentage finding employment once they complete.  80% of graduates/completers will be gainfully employed in the Early Childhood field one year after completing.
Intended Program Outcome 2:

Early childhood faculty want students to have increased satisfaction and reward from working in the early childhood field once they graduate. Within one year of graduating, 90% of graduates/completers will have received increased satisfaction or reward from their work.
Means of Assessment for Program Outcome 2:

Means of Program Assessment & Criteria for Success:  

On the graduate follow-up survey, students will be asked if they have received any of the following after graduating/completing their program of study at RCCC: a raise, a promotion, increased opportunity, increased satisfaction from their job, increased belief in their ability to be an effective teacher of preschool age children.
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