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2000-2001 General Education Goals and Courses Used for Assessment     during the 2001-2002 Academic Year

	General Ed Goal
	Possible courses

for assessment

	Reading - Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain meaning from printed, electronic, and graphical resources.


	RED090

	Communication – Students will effectively communicate both orally and in writing. Students will demonstrate the ability to locate, critically evaluate, and present information.


	COM231

ENG111

	Mathematics – Students will apply mathematical concepts and skills to analyze, manipulate, and interpret quantitative data.


	MAT115

MAT161

	Computer Skills – Students will demonstrate the basic computer skills necessary to function in a technological world.


	CIS110

CIS111

	Critical Thinking / Problem solving – Students will demonstrate an understanding of solving problems by recognizing the problem; reviewing information about the problem; developing plausible solutions; and evaluating results.


	ECO 251

ENG 112 

	Cultural Awareness – Students will demonstrate knowledge of cultural differences.


	COM 110

HIS 111 

	Social / Behavioral Sciences – Students will demonstrate an understanding of the influence of the individual on group behavior and conversely, the influence of the group on the individual.


	PSY150

HIS111

SOC210

	Natural Sciences – Students will demonstrate comprehension of the major steps of the scientific method.


	BIO110

	Humanities / Fine Arts – Students will demonstrate knowledge of the humanities and critical skills in assessing cultural/artistic merit and significance.


	Rotate through all humanities courses


General Education Assessment Procedure


Every Fall, the General Education Committee begins the process of creating a general education portfolio for Central Piedmont Community College.  The process is as follows:

1.
In early fall, sections of the appropriate courses by goal area are randomly selected by Planning and Research for assessment.

2.
The randomly selected sections are distributed to committee members representing academic areas reflected in the general education portfolio and the appropriate division directors and deans.

3.
Assessment data are collected by the faculty members assigned to those randomly selected sections during the fall term.

4.
Grading is completed in fall for some courses and in spring for others.

5.
Results are examined by the General Education Committee in the spring.

6.
Faculty review, discuss results and decide what change, if any, they should make.
7.
Reports of results are made to the division directors of each unit.

8.
Committee members bring back to the committee the division’s comments, recommendations, and actions items to improve the scores in the next year.

9.
A draft of the report is written by Planning and Research (based on feedback from the committee) and copies are sent to the Committee for input and feedback.

10.
The portfolio is completed.

11.
The committee edits the final report.

12.
The report is taken to the Deans’ Council and the Cabinet. 

13.
A response is received from the deans in regard to action items, recommendations, budget issues, needs, etc. by September 25th of the following year.

General Education Goal Area:

Reading

Goal Statement:
 Students will demonstrate the ability to obtain meaning 

 from printed, electronic, and graphical resources.

The Reading Goal was designed to ensure that each student meets a minimal level of competence in reading comprehension skills.  For this reason, faculty set the following objective:

Objective:
70% of students will meet minimal objective for competence in reading comprehension skills

Means of assessment:  70% of students will receive at least a score of 80 or better on a cumulative final exam.

A CPT Reading Placement test score of 80 or above is considered competent in reading.   However, students who do not complete the reading placement test with a score of  80 or above are required to take one (or a series of) reading course(s) before they are allowed to progress to English 111.  Students in this group (referred to developmental courses) will require further testing to determine competency in reading.  In the Fall 2003, reading placement tests were on file for 10,597 curriculum students with the following results and course referrals:

Number                Placement test scores                Referral to course enrollment

   266 (2.51%)      less than 34                              ABE (adult basic literacy)
1,274 (12.02%)    between 34 and 56                   RED 080 (developmental)

3,140 (29.63%)    between 57 and 79                   RED 090 (developmental)

5,917 (55.84%)    80 or above (college level)        ENG 111 (required college-level)

10,597  TOTAL

In order to measure objectives and student outcomes, faculty administered and recorded results for a cumulative final exam during the fall semester of 2003. The exam content consisted of specific reading skills that are taught in the RED 090 course.  They are as follows: reading and study strategies, vocabulary skills, inference, annotating, outlining, note taking, mapping, main idea skills and graphic illustrations. The exam consisted of both open-ended and scantron graded items.

Reading 090 is course selected for testing purposes because it is the last developmental course before students enter college-level coursework.  In the Fall 2003, the following numbers of students enrolled in Reading 090:

Term

Number of Sections

Number Enrolled
Course and Number

Fall 2003
37   
   


875


RED 090

Results:


Nine sections were randomly selected for general education testing and 152 exams were collected.  All were evaluated and the scores were recorded as a component of each student’s final grade. The average score on the exam was 84.77.  Thirty-four (22.37%) students did not pass the exam with exam scores lower than 80. The passing rate was 77.63%. The goal was met.

	Reading Final Exams 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(2003-2004)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Section 1
	Section 2
	Section 3
	Section 4
	Section 5
	Section 6
	Section 7
	Section 8
	Section 9

	92
	92
	83
	85
	74
	76
	78
	91
	92

	86
	85
	85
	91
	87
	70
	88
	72
	92

	96
	68
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	93
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	91
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	94
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	86
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	94
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	84
	84
	88
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	90
	71
	78
	80
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	90
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The Reading Goal was Met.

General Education Goal Area:

Oral Communication

Goal:  Students will effectively communicate both orally and in writing.  Students will demonstrate the ability to locate, critically evaluate, and present information.

This goal was measured in the Public Speaking courses (COM 231):

Term

Number Sections
Number Enrolled

Course

Fall 2003
27


699                              
COM 231

The requirement of a communication course for students is designed to assure that each student meets a minimal level of competence in organizing and presenting information for a public speech.  For this reason, faculty set the following objective:

Objective:
70% of students will meet minimal objective for effective oral presentation.

Means of 

Assessment:
70% of student speeches evaluated will receive at least a score of 3 or better on a 5-point evaluation rubric.

Results:
In order to measure objectives and student outcomes, faculty recorded final presentations in selected speech courses during the fall semester of 2002.  
	Coder 

1
	Coder 

2
	Coder

3
	Coder

4
	Coder

5
	Coder 6
	Coder 7

	4.25
	4
	4.5
	5
	4
	4
	4

	4.25
	4
	3.5
	5
	5
	3
	5

	4
	4
	3.5
	4
	3
	4
	3

	
	4
	3.5
	3
	3
	4
	3

	
	4
	3
	3
	2
	5
	3

	
	3
	2
	3
	1
	5
	3

	
	4
	
	4
	3
	3
	5

	
	3
	
	3
	3
	4
	4

	
	3
	
	
	
	
	


Total speeches assessed:  50

Total speeches receiving a score of 3 or better:  47

Percentage of speeches receiving a score of 3 or better:  94

Average speech score:  3.6

The strengths noted this year were in the areas of organization, noting citations, use of research, and use of visual aids.  These were especially encouraging since some were targeted for improvement as a result of last year’s general education assessment.  Faculty noted that the use of technology has made for more professional presentations for those classes which are taught in Smart Classrooms.
The weaknesses, however, were in the area of delivery, most notably in eye contact and in general extemporaneous style of delivery.  In discussing the results, the Communication faculty members noted that a balance is always needed between focusing on content and organization on one hand and delivery on the other.  Other areas of weaknesses mentioned by some instructors were lack of attention getters and topic selection, though there was no consensus on those areas. 

Means of Improvement:

Possible exercises:

Show student speeches on video and CDs (in Smart Classrooms) with the emphasis on having students assess delivery. 

Provide more opportunities for impromptu speaking.  

Have students do oral interpretation-type readings in class.
Have students focus more on delivery style in their outside speaker critiques.

Stress nonverbal communication more in lectures and class discussions.

Continue to push for all performance classes to be taught in Smart Classrooms.
The Oral Communication Goals was met.
General Education Goal Area:  Written Communication

Goal:
Students will effectively communicate both orally and in writing. Students will demonstrate the ability to locate, critically evaluate, and present information.

The requirement of the English 111 course for students is designed to assure that each student meets a minimal level of competence in writing.  For this reason, faculty set the following objective:

Objective:
70% of students will be able to communicate effectively in writing.

.

Means of assessment: 


70% of students will complete the writing exam with a passing grade.

Definition of Effective Written Communication:

In order to measure objectives and student outcomes, students were required to choose one of the topics listed below and write one complete paragraph. The paragraph was to be reflective of their level of writing and include a topic sentence, supporting details, and an appropriate closing.  Enrollment in ENG 111 for the fall of 2003 was as follows:

Term

Number Sections
Number Enrolled

Course

Fall 2003
70


1,743                              
ENG 111

From the total sections of Eng 111, 20 sections were selected for assessment.  Some of the sections had to be substituted due to some short session classes which ended before the assessment period began.  Also,  due to the number of courses selected, as well as difficulty with multiple campuses, some of the assessments were never located.  The bottom of this report reflects those sections that were accounted for during the assessment.
Topics:

1.) Describe a risk that paid off

2.) Describe or tell about an event that changed your view of yourself

3.) Explain or tell about a career that suits you best

Grading Rubric:

The rubric looked at five (5) areas

1.) Main Idea

2.) Form and Function

3.) Support

4.) Expression

5.) Mechanical Soundness

Students must meet all five (5) areas in some way to pass the assessment  
Scores:

2 = Meets expectations

1 = Does not meet expectations

Assessment scores by section:

	Section
	Pass
	Fail
	

	2
	11
	1
	

	7
	17
	4
	

	8
	9
	2
	

	17
	10
	3
	

	20
	20
	1
	

	22
	9
	0
	

	28
	14
	2
	

	36
	13
	2
	

	39
	14
	1
	

	47
	15
	0
	

	48
	21
	4
	

	72
	15
	2
	

	73
	13
	1
	

	76
	9
	6
	

	80
	7
	0
	

	82
	12
	*pulled for plagiarism – 1

	83
	13
	*pulled for plagiarism - 1

	85
	31
	0
	

	
	
	
	


Term: Fall 2003

Number of students tested: 282

Number of students who passed: 253

Number of students who failed: 29
90% of our students passed 

10% of our students failed

The Written Communication Goal was met

General Education Goal Area:

Mathematics

Goal:
Students will apply mathematical concepts and skills to analyze, manipulate, and interpret quantitative data.

The majority of students enroll in Math 115 and Math 161.  Therefore those courses were determined to be the most effective for assessment of general education goals.  In Fall 2001, enrollment in those courses was as follows:

Term

Number Sections

Number Enrolled
Course and Number

Fall 2003
 6  



134


MAT 115

Fall 2003
25



747


MAT 161

Math faculty determined that the skills necessary to meet the above goal are:

1. The ability to analyze quantitative data

2. The ability to manipulate quantitative data

3. The ability the interpret quantitative data

Therefore, the following objective was set for the purpose of general education assessment:

Objective:
70% of those taking the final exam will show mastery of all three goals. 

Means of 

Assessment: 
70% of those taking the final exam will correctly answer three of five questions on each of the three goal areas.

Math faculty developed a testing instrument for College Algebra that consisted of 15 multiple choice questions - five for each of the three skill areas adopted by the department.  The questions were prepared each semester and included in the final exam.  Students were considered to have "mastered" the skills if three of the five questions were answered correctly on each of the goal areas.  

During the 2003-2004  year, the assessment was given to six sections of MAT 161 in the Fall semester with the following results:

Number taking the exam




122

Number who met the criteria for goal one


108 (88.5%)

Number who met the criteria for goal two


102  (83.5%)

Number who met the criteria for goal three


115  (94.3%)

Number who met the criteria in all three goal areas

89  (73.0%)

Math faculty developed a testing instrument for Mathematical Models that consisted of 30 questions - six questions addressed the skills of Goal 1, seven questions addressed the skills of Goal 2 and eleven questions addressed the skills of Goal 3.  The questions were administered in the final exam.  Students were considered to have "mastered" the skills of Goal 1 if four of the six questions were answered correctly, Goal 2 if four of the seven questions were answered correctly and Goal 3 if seven of the eleven questions were answered correctly.

During the 2003-2004  year, the assessment was given to six sections of MAT 115 in the Fall semester with the following results:

Number taking the exam




50

Number who met the criteria for goal one


45 (90.0%)

Number who met the criteria for goal two


46  (92.0%)

Number who met the criteria for goal three


50  (100.0%)

Number who met the criteria in all three goal areas

42  (84.0%)

After reviewing the results of the General Education Assessment in the 2003-2004 Academic Year and noting the improvement over last year,  the mathematics faculty committed to continued improvement of  student outcomes through utilization of support services to reinforce classroom instruction.  The faculty will continue to administer a pretest to identify at risk students early in the semester and these students will be referred to tutoring in the Academic Learning Center before the first major assessment.  Following each assessment, additional referrals will be made as appropriate.  Furthermore, all math faculty members and the division director will continue to volunteer as tutors in the Academic Learning Center.  Recognizing the importance of this effort, the Mathematics Division again adopted the volunteer effort as a Division Goal.

The percentage of students demonstrating mastery of all the general education mathematics goals improved from 71.4% to 73.0% in the College Algebra sampled population and from 79% to 84% in the Mathematical Models sampled population.  The mathematics faculty will continue its efforts in the area of support to students outside the classroom.








The Math Goal was Met.
General Education Goal Area:
Basic Use of Computers
Goal:
Students will demonstrate the basic computer skills necessary to function in a technological world.

To measure the goal, the following objective was set:  

Objective:
80% of students enrolling in of CIS 110 or CIS 111 will score a 60% or higher on the combined scores for the first two in-course exams.

The CIS faculty determined that basic computer skills involved the following computer operations:

 
start and shut down


using Windows OS


how to work with desktop



(Windows - sizing/moving, opening/closing icons & menus)


disk formatting


file copying/deleting/moving


creating folders


MS Word (word processing)


start/close applications


use word processing/spreadsheets


terminology (hardware and software)


computer components

All degree-seeking students must take either CIS 110 (college transfer programs) or CIS 111 (applied science programs).  Both of these courses require that students pass five exams to pass the course.  Each of these exams is 60% written testing and 40% hands-on, skill-based testing.  The CIS faculty determined that "demonstrating basic computer skills" would be satisfied by the percentage of students who complete the written and skill-based testing for the first two exams in the course.  Students who do not want to take CIS 110 or CIS 111 have the option of taking a placement test through the testing center.  Only about 20% of students pass this placement test.  The remainder must enroll in CIS 110 or CIS 111.  Enrollment in these courses is very heavy.  During the Fall 2003 term, the following numbers enrolled in each course.

Term

Number of Sections

Number Enrolled
Course and Number

Fall 2003
47


   
1,406


CIS 110

Fall 2003
27
  


   605


CIS 111

CIS faculty agreed to report the scores from a randomly selected number of courses annually to the General Education Committee.   

During the Fall Semester 2003, 23 sections, 20 CIS 110 and 3 CIS 111 were selected and scores on the first two exams were analyzed.  Assessment results were as follows: 

Number who took both exams 





338

Number/percent who earned an average of 60% on both exams

328 (97%)    

Grade listings for the 23 sections can be found in the “computer” section of the portfolio.

The Basic Use of Computers Goal was Met.
General Education Goal Area:   Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Existing Goal:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of solving problems by recognizing the problem; reviewing information about the problem; developing plausible solutions; and evaluating results.

After reviewing past assessments for the Critical Thinking Goal, the General Education Committee devoted this year to rethinking our approaches toward this assessment.  We first spend time reaching consensus on a common definition of Critical Thinking which caused us to revise the current language of our Critical Thinking/ Problem Solving Goal.  Our revision was reviewed and approved by the Deans’ Council in the spring of 2004.   

Revised goal:  Students will demonstrate the ability to identify, analyze, question, and evaluate content as a guide to understanding and action.

 We are working to develop an assessment tool based on these criteria:

1. Critical Thinking/Problem Solving should be a part of all general education courses.

2. Assessment should be appropriate for any general education course.

3. Assessment instruments should not be tied to course content.

We began working to develop assessment tools during the Spring Semester and will work toward completing a pilot study for spring semester, 2005.

General Education Goal Area:


Cultural Awareness

Goal:  
Students will demonstrate knowledge of cultural similarities and differences.
Because cultural awareness is not the domain of one discipline but is viewed by the College as being incorporated across the curriculum, assessment for cultural awareness is being rotated among the General Education courses.  For the Fall 2003 824 students in COM 110 (Introduction to Communication) were surveyed for their achievement of the cultural awareness goal.   COM 110 is one of two Communications courses required for all degree-seeking students.

Term

Number Sections
Number Enrolled_____ Course and Number
Fall 2003          33


824

   

COM 110

Objective:    70% of students taking the Cultural Awareness test will answer correctly 7 of 10 questions.
The assessment tool this year was based on test items used in the Fall 2002.  A total of 10 multiple choice questions were selected. 

These were the scores from the sections tested:

	Sections tested
	10 correct
	9 correct
	8 correct
	7 correct
	6 or less correct

	Section 08
	0
	1
	4
	4
	6

	Section 09
	0
	3
	3
	5
	5

	* Section 21
	6
	6
	 0
	2
	0

	Section 24
	2
	3
	6
	4
	5

	Section 26
	0
	4
	4
	2
	6

	Total Scores reported -  81
	8
	17
	17
	17
	22


* This section was substituted from Spring Semester.

** Section 87 section was submitted from spring semester but results were in a format that was not compatible with our data.   On average, on 6 questions 70% of students answered correctly.  Three questions were answered correctly over by 60% of students.  

***One instructor did not submit data.







      Total students:
81
      students above cutoff:  59
                                                       Percent at or above cutoff – 72.8%  

Overall summaries:

1. 25 students missed 2 or fewer questions  (30.8%)

2. 8 students missed 1 or less questions (9.87%)

3. 17 answered 9 questions correctly (20.9%)

The Cultural Awareness Goal was Met.
General Education Goal Area:
 Behavioral and Social Sciences

Goal:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the influence of 



the individual on group behavior and, conversely, the influence

                        of the group on the individual.

Objective

Social and behavioral sciences include history, political science, sociology psychology, and anthropology. Students are allowed to make multiple selections from an array of courses in each area. Through an analysis of enrollment trends, it was found that the majority of students selected History 111 (World Civilization I), Psychology 150 (General Psychology) and Sociology 210 (Introduction to Sociology) to fulfill their social science course requirements. 

Enrollment in those courses is heavy. Enrollment in the Fall of 2003 was as follows:

Term 

Number Sections
Number Enrolled 
Course

Fall 2003
16


   469


HIS 131

Fall 2003
26


1,185


PSY 150




Fall 2003
21


   665


SOC 210


                                        

The faculty in each of the disciplines created assessment tools and grading criteria to be completed by students in each of the randomly selected courses. The sociology faculty and the history faculty created an essay question to measure the goal. The psychology faculty developed ten multiple choice questions. Sample assessment questions and grading rubrics can be found in the portfolio.

The HIS 132 (American History I) assessment was given to sections 03, 05, 09, 10, 11 and 85. A total of 67students took the assessment.

The results showed that 43 of the History students scored a

three or above on the question concerning the impact of John Wilkes Booth’s assassination of President Lincoln on the Republican party, the nation and the process of reconstruction.

.


The results showed that 64% of the History students scored a

three or above on the question concerning the impact of John  Wilkes Booths assassination of President Lincoln on the republican party, the nation and the process of reconstruction.

The history goal of 70% was not met.

The Sociology 210 (Introduction to Sociology) assessment was given to sections 21, 22, 01, 85 and 87. A total of 94 students took the assessment.


The results showed that 79 (88%) of the Sociology students scored a


2 or above on the questions concerning the relationship between the

individual and society.

The sociology goal was met.

The Psychology 150 (General Psychology) assessment was given to sections 03, 06, 20, 21, 43, and 50. A total of 243 students took the exam.

The results showed that 72% (71.6%) of the Psychology students scored a 7 or above on the 10 question multiple choice assessments.

The psychology goal was met.

TOTAL SCORES:



Number Taking the Exam
Number Passing the Exam

Sociology 

94




79 (84%)
Psychology

243




175 (72%)
History 131

67




43 (64.2%)
Total


404




297 (73.5%)
While the division met its goal, history instructors are working to restructure the prompt, develop a prompt which focuses on an earlier period of  HIS 131 (American History I)  or develop a series of prompts for each general education history course to place greater emphasis on the impact of the individual on historic events. By developing a series of prompts it would be possible for each instructor to administer the survey based on the material they have covered by a specific point in the course.

Sample assessment tools can be found in the Social Science section of the portfolio.

The Behavioral and Social Science Goal was met.

General Education Goal Area: 

Science

Goal: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the scientific method, the central tool for all scientific endeavors.

This goal was measured in BIO 110, the science class with the largest enrollment.

 Term

Number Sections
Number Enrolled
Course
Fall 2003
16


402


BIO 110

All sciences use the scientific method as the central tool for undertaking any scientific work. Student should have a minimal level of competence in recognizing and using the scientific method. For this reason, the Biology faculty set this objective:

Objective:  Seventy percent of the BIO 110 students will be competent in recognizing and using the scientific method.

Assessment: Seventy percent of student will score 70 or higher on the assessment tool. The assessment will take place during the final exam period for randomly selected sections of BIO 110. The assessment tool presents a scientific experiment and asks the students to both recognize and use the scientific method to answer a series of multiple choice questions.

Results:  The goal was barely met with fifty-six students out of eighty (70 percent) scoring 70 percent or higher. However, the division feels satisfied since the goal was raised compared to earlier years (in prior years the goal was for 60 percent to score 70 or higher). 

Unfortunately, three sets of data arrived in the division mailbox at the same time without any identifying marks.  This means that an analysis of the results by section is not available.

Overall, the data were encouraging. Ten students answered all questions correctly, and 14 students out of 80 scored 66 percent, just of short of the goal.  Fortunately, no one scored less than 33 percent.

	Fall 2003 General Education Assessment Scores - Sciences

	Total sample = 80 responses
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scores
	Number of Students
	
	
	
	

	100
	10
	
	
	
	
	

	88
	21
	
	
	
	
	

	77
	25
	
	
	
	
	

	66
	14
	
	
	
	
	

	55
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	44
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	33
	2
	
	
	
	
	


Steps for Improvement: The first step is that each instructor will label the assessment answer sheets as collected, so that each individual section can also receive analysis. 

Next, the division will begin to use a pretest on the scientific method for all BIO 110 sections during Fall 2004 and we plan to give the pretest each semester, not just the Fall term. The faculty feels that we need to know how competent students are in the scientific method early in the semester. Students may or may not necessarily be learning any more about the scientific method in BIO 110. Our hope is that they would gain proficiency in the scientific method, regardless of where they start, but without an awareness of their prior knowledge, we cannot truly assess whether progress was made.  This pretest will also make faculty aware that the final assessment could occur in their classes.  Numerous faculty members (especially PT faculty, but not only PT faculty) seem to forget that the scientific method assessment could occur in their classes. The faculty realizes that by emphasizing the assessment, we increase the risk that some one will “teach the test”. However, we think it is more important to know where our student started as well as where they end. Only then can we truly assess if proficiency in the scientific method has increased.

Since the division represents several scientific disciplines, the division will discuss in May 2004 the feasibility of a pre- and post-test assessment on the scientific method tailored for each discipline.  If the scientific method is central to all sciences, it is felt that we should know what our students understand about the scientific method both entering and exiting a science course. Did we further their understanding, or heaven forbid did we reduce scientific comprehension?   
General Education Goal Area:

Humanities and Fine Arts

Goal:
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the humanities and critical skills in assessing cultural/artistic merit and significance.

Objective:
At least 60% of students will score a 70% or higher on the humanities and fine arts assessments.
Term

Number of Sections
Number Enrolled

Course and Number

Fall 2003
 4  


119



HUM 130

Fall 2003
14


461



MUS 110

Fall 2003
10


266



ART 111

Four sections of Art Appreciation, five sections of humanities and two sections of Music Appreciation were selected for the assessment.    No assessment was done in Music Appreciation in the fall of 2002 but the faculty is doing the assessment in spring 2003.  Humanities data were reported in an unusable format and retesting is being completed in the spring 2003.
Art Appreciation:

Results:
During the Fall 2003, multiple sections of Art Appreciation (ART 111) were randomly selected for general education assessment.  The results were as follows:

Results:  

Section                 less than 6      6  correct       7   correct          8 correct            9 correct         10 correct

	ART  111-02
	     8
	     4
	       8               
	       6              
	       0           
	        0

	ART  111-03
	     0
	     2 
	       8  
	       9
	       1       
	        2

	ART 111-50
	Not done
	
	
	
	
	


Total number of students tested -  44

Total of students answering 7 or more correctly – 30

Percentage of students answering 7 or more correct answers – 68.1%

Music Appreciation:

Objective:
70% of students will meet minimal objective on the humanities and fine arts assessment

Means of 

Assessment:
70% of  students evaluated will receive at least a score of 7 or better on a test consisting of 10 multiple choice questions 

Results:
During the Fall 2003, four sections of Music Appreciation (MUS 110) were randomly selected for general education assessment.  The results were as follows:

Results:  

Section                 less than 6      6  correct       7   correct          8 correct            9 correct         10 correct

	MUS 110-01
	     3
	     4
	       3               
	       9                
	       12           
	        2

	MUS 110-05
	     5
	     3 
	       8  
	       5
	         8       
	        2

	MUS 110-06
	     -
	     1 
	       5
	       2
	         9
	        2

	MUS 110-86
	     -
	     -
	       -
	      1
	         1   
	        2


Total number of students tested -  87

Total of students answering 7 or more correctly – 71

Percentage of students answering 6 or more correct answers – 81.6%

Humanities:

Goal:  
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the humanities and critical skills in assessing cultural/artistic merit and significance.

Objective:  70% of students will score a 3 or higher on the assessment


In order to measure objectives and student outcomes, students were asked to respond to the following question:

The term “myth” comes from the Greek mythos which simply means “story.”  Contrary to the common perception that myths are somehow “untrue,” for the cultures that adopt a particular mythology, these stories actually function in ways as to contain some degree of “truth.”  First, explain a function a myth could have for a culture.  Second, provide at least one example of a myth from a culture that you have studied this semester and discuss what “truth” that myth has for that particular culture.

Since each instructor teaches different material for the course, the question was broad enough for any section to respond appropriately

In the Fall of 2003, one section of Hum 130 was selected for assessment.  Grading of the section was done by two instructors in the English, Reading, and Humanities Division and the rubric was as follows:

Grading Rubric:

5 – the student’s response clearly describes a function of a myth in a particular culture.  The response further provides an example of a specific myth that shows a clear understanding of a “truth” for a culture.  The response is clearly organized and well written.

4 – the student’s response describes a function of a myth in a particular culture.  The response further provides an example of a specific myth that shows some understanding of a “truth” for a culture.  The response is clearly organized and well written

3 – the student’s response describes a function of a myth in a particular culture.  The response further provides an example of a specific myth that shows a minimal understanding of a “truth” for a culture.  The response may be poorly organized and poorly written

2 – the student’s response inadequately describes a function of a myth in a particular culture.  The response may provide an example but shows a poor understanding of the “truth” of a particular culture.  The response is poorly organized and poorly written.

1 – the student’s response does not describe a function of a myth in a particular culture.  The example, if provided, does not show an understanding of the “truth” for a culture.  The response is poorly organized and poorly written.

70% percent of the students must score at least a three (3) or higher in order for the goal to be met.

Assessment Scores:

Humanities 130 Section 65

Paper #
Score

1 3

2 4

3 3.5

4 3

5 5

6 3

7 3

8 5

9 4.5

10 4.5

11 2

12 4.5

13 3

14 2

Paper #
Score

15 3

16 3

17 4.5

18 draft of 19

19 4

20 3.5

21 3.5


Term: Fall 2003

Number of students tested: 20

Number of students who scored three or higher: 18

Number of students who scored less than three: 2

90% of our students scored a three or higher

10% of our students scored less than three

The Humanities/Fine Arts Goal was met

