League for Innovation’s 21st Century Learning Outcomes Project

Top Ten Skills Students Need to Learn for the Future

· Work ethic, including self-motivation and time management

· Physical skills, e.g., maintaining one’s health and good appearance

· Verbal (oral) communication, including one-on-one and in a group

· Written communication, including editing and proofing one’s work

· Working directly with people, relationship building, and team work

· Influencing people, including effective salesmanship and leadership

· Gathering information through various media and keeping it organized

· Using quantitative tools, e.g., statistics, graphs, or spreadsheets

· Asking and answering the right questions, evaluating information, and applying knowledge

· Solving problems, including identifying problems, developing possible solutions, and launching solutions

The futurist update (Vol. 5, No. 2), an e-newsletter from the World Future Society, quotes Bill Coplin on the “ten things employers want [young people] to learn in college”.
Learning Outcomes for the 21st Century

Students in the 21st Century will need to be proficient in:

· Reading, writing, speaking and listening

· Applying concepts and reasoning

· Analyzing and using numerical data

· Citizenship, diversity/pluralism

· Local, community, global, environmental awareness 
· Analysis, synthesis, evaluation, decision-making, creative thinking

· Collecting, analyzing and organizing information

· Teamwork, relationship management, conflict resolution and workplace skills

· Learning to learn, understand and manage self, management of change, personal responsibility, aesthetic responsiveness and wellness

· Computer literacy, internet skills, information retrieval and information management

Typical General Education Values and Skills (from several colleges)

· Basic computer/technology skills

· Information literacy

· Critical thinking/analytical thinking

· Effective communication (both oral and written)

· Moral character and values

· Cultural diversity

· Workplace skills

· Reading and comprehension

· Appreciation for the fine arts

· Computational skills

· Oral presentation skills

· Teamwork skills

· Leadership skills

· Social awareness (how the world impacts individuals and individuals impact the world)

· Interpersonal skills

· Self management

· Understand scientific reasoning/the scientific process or way of knowing

· Lifelong learning skills

A few Colleges include specific concepts…

· Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Successful People

· Blooms Taxonomy

