Your Job Search: 

Utilizing Social Networks

T

he major social networking sites are Facebook.com, Twitter.com, and LinkedIn.com
www.cpcc.edu/career/studentsgrads/guide
Features downloadable tip sheets to help you get started with these sites.  Scroll to the bottom of the webpage to access the tips.

Remember:

· “Google” yourself to evaluate your online presence

· Google profiles is a place where you can organize all your social networking pages: www.google.com/profiles

· Learn the social networking tools that are best for your industry, and use them.

· Look at your social networking profiles with a critical eye and make sure you would want a potential employer to see them.

· Try to use a consistent name for all your sites, and create a custom web address for your profiles if possible.  These are nice additions to your email signature, business cards and resumes.

· Join and actively participate in groups.  Professional associations often have groups that are free on these sites.
· On LinkedIn, endorse other people, and they will usually recommend you in return.
· Having a complete profile is especially important on LinkedIn.

· LinkedIn features a reverse look-up for companies, so you can see who you know on the inside.  This is a great way to network.
· Consider “tweeting” about your industry or job search.  Try to tweet once or twice a day if possible.

· Keep track of the time you spend online, and remember to network in-person too.
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